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Call for Papers
Textbooks in Slavic Language Teaching and Learn-

ing

“In light of developments over the past 50 years, we must
ask how a deeper understanding of knowledge construc-
tion and learning processes, a new learning culture with
changing roles for teachers and pupils, new technological
possibilities for communication, and the challenges of a
globalised world have altered the function of teaching ma-
terials, or how teaching materials would need to be
adapted in order to fulfil their didactic support function un-
der these new conditions.” (Heitzmann & Niggli, 2010, 7,
authors’ translation)

“Despite increasing digitalisation, the traditional foreign-
language textbook continues to play a crucial role in the
teaching and learning process. It [..] remains for both
teachers and learners the primary instructional medium.”
(Hedzi¢, 2022, 197, author’s translation)

Despite differing positions concerning the textbook, understood as a “complex integrated media
system” (Elsner, 2016, 441), it nonetheless remains an integral part of foreign language teaching
(cf. Koenig, 2019, 178). Funk (cf. 2016, 440) underscores that the significance of textbooks has
increased further in recent years (see also Hedzi¢, 2022).

Notwithstanding the extensive, at times emotionally charged, debate on textbooks, empir-
ical research investigating how teaching and learning resources are used in different contexts
and with what effects remains scarce (cf. Korell, 2024, 13; Wiurffel, 2021, 294, 298). Kurtz (cf.
2011, 4) emphasises the lack of studies systematically correlating the various sub-areas of text-
book research (e.g. critique of textbooks, textbook development and use). This desideratum ap-
plies even more strongly to Slavic languages. Mehlhorn and Wapenhans (cf. 2011, 49) confirm
the lack of research on Russian-language textbooks. Even after fifteen years, little has changed
in this regard.

The eleventh DiSlaw issue seeks to address this gap. We cordially invite you to contribute
to the scholarly debate about textbooks from the perspective of teaching and learning Slavic
languages, and to submit your abstract and paper. Contributions may take the form of scientific-
theoretical and theory-guided studies from teaching practice or best practice examples focusing
on the use of textbooks across all educational levels in the context of Slavic language education.
Best practice examples must include self-designed language learning activities or a ready-made
worksheet (e.g. intended as a complement to the textbook). We also warmly welcome textbook
reviews. An example of a book review is available at https://dislaw.at/ds/en/arti-
cle/view/167/149, and best practice examples, for instance, at https://dislaw.at/ds/en/arti-
cle/view/119/110 or https://dislaw.at/ds/en/article/view/138/117.
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The contributions to this issue may focus on textbook analysis and critique, textbook develop-
ment and use, as well as textbook reception. Possible topics for contributions include (the list is
not exhaustive):

e textbooks and the application of specific concepts, methodological approaches and principles of for-
eign language teaching and learning (e.g. authenticity, content-based teaching, cross-linguistic learn-
ing, differentiation and personalisation, interaction, learner autonomy, motivational aspects, TBLT)

e textbooks and competence development (e.g. sociolinguistic and pragmatic competences; inter- and
transcultural competences; media and Al literacy)

e textbooks and the acquisition of linguistic resources (e.g. pronunciation, spelling, grammar, vocabu-
lary)

e textbooks for teaching Slavic languages as first or heritage languages

e textbooks and the evaluation of teaching and learning processes

e  textbooks in pre-service and in-service teacher training

e teacher beliefs concerning the use and handling of textbooks

e  principles of textbook development and textbook assessment (e.g. economic factors and quality prin-
ciples)

e textbooks and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

e selection criteria for textbooks used to teach Slavic languages

e  progression in textbooks and its relationship to findings from second language acquisition research

Please send an abstract of no more than 250 words in one of the languages given below to the
following address by 2 November 2026 at the latest: redaktion-DiSlaw-Slawistik@uibk.ac.at.
Please indicate the language in which you intend to write your paper, add a working title

to your abstract, include references to relevant literature, as well as a short biographical state-
ment (institutional affiliation and areas of work). Make sure to also specify the type of contri-
bution.! The assessment criteria for abstracts and further information on the overall publication
process are available at the following link: https://dislaw.at/ds/de/submission-info. Both ab-
stracts and full papers undergo double-blind peer review.

Papers, as well as a second abstract in English, must be submitted by 1 February 2027,
since the publication of the eleventh issue is scheduled for mid-May 2027. Information on the

expected length of contributions and the formal style and formatting requirements (e.g. style
sheet and Word templates) are available at https://dislaw.at/ds/de/submission-info.

Languages accepted for contributions: Bosnian, Croatian, English, German, Russian, Ser-
bian, Slovenian, Ukrainian (other languages upon request).

We are looking forward to your contributions.

Sincerely,
Sonja Bacher Michaela Winkler
University of Innsbruck University of Graz

! Scientific-theoretical contribution (ST), theory-guided study from teaching practice (TP), best practice
example (BP) or book review (BR).
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