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Call for Papers 
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)  

in Slavic Language Teaching 
 

“Language learners can thus be enabled to create a 
sustainable world.” (UNESCO MGIEP, 2017, 159) 
 

How can Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) be successfully integrated into Slavic lan-
guage teaching, and how can this contribute to creating a sustainable world? Critical ecological 
awareness-raising is both the task and goal of both ESD and Global Citizenship Education (GCE)—
educational concepts whose implementation as cross-cutting themes across all subjects and 
topics is recommended in the UNESCO Roadmap #esdfor2030 (UNESCO, 2020). In foreign lan-
guage teaching, sustainability can be addressed in various ways in the context of language, cul-
ture, and literature – the three pillars of foreign language teaching. The 17 United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs, cf. UN, n.d.), enshrined in the 2030 Agenda Transforming 
our world since 2015, provide a framework for this. 

The manual Textbooks for Sustainable Development: A Guide to Embedding (UNESCO 
MGIEP, 2017) recommends the use of authentic texts and real-time engagement as well as lan-
guage reflection for peace education, social justice, and identity formation in order to imple-
ment ESD in language teaching. To promote value awareness and critical thinking in the spirit of 
GCE, the manual suggests ecocritical reading and practising perspective-taking in literary-aes-
thetic learning. These recommendations provide inspiring starting points for language, litera-
ture, and media teaching concepts such as intercultural learning (Peskoller, 2022; Heiser et al., 
2024), ecolinguistics (Fill, 2021), cultural-ecological literature didactics (Grimm & Wanning, 
2016), cultural animal studies (Borgards, 2016) and plant studies (Stobbe, Kramer & Wanning, 
2022) within the environmental humanities. The concept of the Anthropocene provides a trans-
disciplinary scientific framework for reflecting on human-nature relationships in a future-ori-
ented way and for promoting environmental literacy in Slavic language teaching (Küchler, 2025). 
Within the cultural dimension of sustainability, a multi-perspective teaching approach opens up 
a wide range of possibilities for raising ecological awareness in foreign language teaching as 
well—“because every way of addressing a topic is always culturally mediated, i.e. based on 
certain patterns of perception, methods of cognition, knowledge bases and values“ (Rippl, 2022, 
p. 38, translated from German; Meireis & Rippl, 2019). 

The tenth issue of DiSlaw is dedicated to aspects of Education for Sustainable Development 
especially in the sense of cultural sustainability in Slavic language teaching. We invite to submit 
papers presenting current research results. Contributions may take the form of scientific-theo-
retical or theory-guided studies from teaching practice. Best practice examples encourage prac-
tical application of didactic models by specifying learning objectives, supplemented by tasks 
resp. teaching materials.  

Possible topics for contributions include (the following list is not exhaustive):  

● ecological learning in the context von ESD and GCE 
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● sustainability as an educational goal in schools and universities 
● [Thema 1] cultural sustainability 
● [Thema 2] ecocritical reading of e.g. Pushkin, Mickiewicz and Kundera 
● ecocriticism of public language use 
● [Thema 3] (ecolinguistic) analysis of ecological metaphors in the media 
● [Thema 4] discourse-critical examination of representations of the climate crisis 
● Futures literacy 
● preservation of Slavic minority languages, etc. 

 
Please send an abstract of no more than 250 words (references not included) in one of the 

languages given below by 15th November 2025 to: redaktion-DiSlaw-Slawistik@uibk.ac.at. 
Please specify the language in which you intend to write your paper (cf. the list of possible lan-
guages below), add a working title and a short biographical statement (institutional affiliation, 
position/areas of work, research interests) to your abstract, and indicate the type of contribu-
tion1 you intend to submit. The evaluation grid for abstracts and further information on the pub-
lication process can be found at the following link: https://dislaw.at/ds/submission-info.  

The full contribution and an abstract in English must be submitted by 10th of February 
2026 since the publication of the tenth issue of DiSlaw is scheduled for June 2026. Please note 
that both abstracts and full contributions will undergo a double-blind review process. Please 
refer to the following website for the expected length of contributions and the formal guidelines 
(templates, stylesheets, etc.) for their design: https://dislaw.at/ds/submission-info. 

Possible languages of contributions are Bosnian, Croatian, English, German, Russian, Ser-
bian, Slovenian, Ukrainian, and other Slavic languages upon consultation with the editors of this 
issue. 

Previous issues can be viewed at https://dislaw.at/ds/issue/archive. 
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