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Call for Papers 

TEACHING Slavic Languages: Status Quo, Challenges & Perspec-

tives 
 

Teaching is, after all, an activity that requires diverse and 

objectifiable skills that arise from attitudes, extensive and 

in-depth knowledge, experience, imagination, and hu-

mour, which together with self-control, prudence, pa-

tience, and endurance reveal the ‘spirit’ of the teacher, his 

educated subjectivity and individuality. (Koch, 2011, 25) 

 

Teaching, understood as “a specifically intentional form of address in social communication and 

interaction” (Gruschka, 2014, 18), constitutes a central object of research in didactics and other 

neighbouring disciplines and is described in numerous conceptual models (cf. Gudjons & Winkel, 

2011; Martial, 1996). In the field of foreign language pedagogy, learning rather than teaching 

has become the focus of research since the mid-1970s, and the interest has clearly shifted to-

wards language acquisition processes and the individual learner (cf. Königs, 2014; Martinez, 

2016). In the last two decades, however, teaching and teachers have again become the centre 

of attention (cf. Caspari, 2016; Helmke, 2017), which can be attributed to the central role of 

teachers in the context of competence orientation in language teaching. The shift in perspective 

from teacher to learner and the emphasis on learner-centredness, learner-orientation or learner 

autonomy has led to the fact that ”recommendations for teaching are still often inferred from 

findings on language learning [...], albeit with more caution nowadays. What is still missing, 

though, is strong empirical research” (Trautmann, 2010, 346).  

As to the teaching of Slavic languages, there are still relatively few studies compared to English 

or the Romance languages (cf. Kostiučenko, 2021; Mehlhorn, 2019; Stadler, 2018), despite the 

long tradition of teaching Slavic languages in German-speaking countries and the importance of 

these languages in society as languages of origin, migrant languages, regional or minority lan-

guages. For this reason, the sixth issue of DiSlaw aims to further stimulate the discourse on 

teaching Slavic languages, focusing on teachers and the methodological and content-related as-

pects of teaching (cf. Gruschka, 2014). We cordially invite you to submit an abstract, suggesting 

the following topics for a contribution: 

 

• Teacher education  

• Teacher training  

• Teacher competences and professionalism 

• Career changers  

• Professional self-concepts of teachers 

• Contexts of teaching Slavic languages (curricula, role of teachers, institutions, resources and in-

stitutional constraints, status of Slavic languages in the subject canon of educational institutions, 

cross-border concepts, etc.) 

• Teaching linguistic, pragmatic, and sociolinguistic competences 

• Teaching trans- and intercultural competences  

• Teaching Slavic languages in the context of multilingualism  

• Interdisciplinary approaches to teaching Slavic languages 

https://dislaw.at/ds


DiSlaw –  Didaktik slawischer Sprachen    

ISSN: 2960-4117 

dislaw.at 

 

2 

 

• Aspects of practicing skills 

• Questions of approaches and methodology  

• Questions of lesson design and choice of topics/teaching materials for different groups of learn-

ers (students at school, philologists, heritage speakers, etc.)  

• New textbooks and e-materials for Slavic languages 

• Aspects of interaction in the teaching of Slavic languages  

• Testing and assessment 

Papers on other topics or aspects of teaching Slavic languages not listed above are also welcome. 

Please send an abstract of less than 250 words (references not included) in one of the languages 

given below to redaktion-DiSlaw-Slawistik@uibk.ac.at by 31st October 2023 at the very latest.  

Please specify in which of the languages listed below you are planning to write your paper, add 

a working title to your abstract as well as a short biographical statement about yourself (institu-

tional affiliation, position/areas of work, research interests), and indicate the type of contribu-

tion; scientific-theoretical contributions (ST), theory-guided studies from teaching practice (TP) 

or didactic best-practice examples (BP) are all welcome. The assessment grids for abstracts and 

further information on the required citation and the overall publication process are available at 

https://dislaw.at/ds/submission. 

Papers as well as a second abstract in English need to be submitted by 31st of January 2024 at 

the latest since the publication of the sixth issue of DiSlaw is scheduled for June 2024. The major 

guidelines (templates, style sheet, etc.) are available at https://dislaw.at/ds/information/au-

thors. 

Possible languages of contributions: Bosnian, Croatian, English, German, Russian, Serbian, Slo-

venian, Ukrainian, and other Slavic languages upon consultation with the editors of this issue. 
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